
JOHNF. COOKE, JR., 1927-1970

John F. Cooke, Jr. was Assistant Professor of Botany at Southern Univer-

sity, Baton Rouge, Louisiana, when lie died of an aortic aneurysm while

driving his ear in that city. Known as "Jack" to his many friends at The

Ohio State University ant' Cornell Universes where he did graduate work,

his career as a university prof i i 1 ional bot ist was short-lived.

Born 7 August 1927 in Woodbury, New Jersey, Jack attended Merion Gram-
mar School in Merion, Pennsylvania, from 19.33 to 1941, and Morse High

School, Bath, Maine Lom 1911 m 1945. Upon graduation from high school,

Jack enlisted in the United Slat -s Navy, serving as a Reserve Seaman, 2nd

Class, His loin- of duty was for thiileon months, nine of which were aboard

the U. S. S. DEVICE, a mine sweeper, Bem'nnin.e, in 194!!. Jack enrolled as an

undergraduate in the College oi Iris and Sciences at Cornell University,

Ithaca. New York, where he took various courses. Botany and Floriculture

were his major interests, and he graduated In June 195(1 \vi!h a B A. in

For 2 years following graduation. Jack was employed by the W. Atlee

Burpee Company of Philadelphia, During summers, he worked at their Ford-

he ol Farms in Do\ l< town Penn \l\au i done, pi,, mi maintenance flow-

volved with seed oi ham the b lb lepnrimonl and catalogue mailing;

later he served in the purchasing department. From 1953 to 1956, he was

employed as a garden superiniendent by the Board of Education of Cleve-

land, Ohio. While there he also was assista u mp< . > i-u, of greenhouses for

West Technical High School duriir; 145,1-195 ! liori n uhui c as a science and

as a practical phi ol business: was Ian 4d as a part of the science cur-

riculum. Jack directed three to eight individuals. Later, 1954-1956, he became
i- k i ml to the iiistructoi in chni of the ediool land i| in pre i im He

became involved in the fall laud apin in I pri i
j

1 uiimg program of the

Cleveland Public Schools In .«. Ji > i I i , i, >
.

, ' eardening to adult

night-school classes. From 1955 to I960 employment was with S. C. Johnson,

Inc., Cleveland, Ohio, S. S. Pennock, Co. (wholesale florists). Philadelphia,

and with J. A. Fallen Creenhouse lloiinni Louisiana. In the last company

Jack returned to Cornell University in 1960 and enrolled in the Graduate

School for study in ilie Uepai intent oi Clot lciiliin e unci Ornamental Horti-

culture. He held a graduate assistantship in iloile ultuie where he was teach-

ing assistant for the course in Taxonomy of Cultivated Plants. He demon-

strated great abiliB in h indlni uid hi line tm 1 ie c i i til pk\iu Ml one,

initiative in presenting the subject matter in Hie laiter part of his term

at Cornell Univcrsih lack w i "nen nil thai e ol in iructing in the lab-



oratory, of collecting plan! materials used in classes and of maintaining

the teaching herbarium. His research involved the cytology of and hybridiza-

tctraploid hybrid, >( Eucodonopsiy. between these two genera, which was

entered into trade with the cultivar name, 'Diamond Lil.' His M. S. Thesis.

entitled, Ivtcrspccidc lii/hridi Aiimn in lite aonis Acliimeucs /'. IU. ( IS.'i pp.

-| v, and several plates, diagrams, and tables), was completed under the

direction of Professor Robert E. Lee. The M. S. decree was awarded in

January 1963.

Jack enrolled for graduate work in the Department of Botany and Plant

Pathology at The Ohio State University in January 1963. He studied in the

cytogenetics under the guidance of Professors T. Hie-hard Fisher and Elton

F. Paddock. He assisted and taught in the General Botany and Focal Flora

courses, and assisted in Planl Genetics. Passe Concepts in I'.otany, and Tax-

onomy of Vascular Plants. His background in iiorlieuPore and floriculture

made him one of the most diverse students in the taxonomy program during

the time Dr. Fisher was directing it. Jack frequently drew upon his knowl-

edge of horticultural plants for examples in his teaching. The Ph. D. degree

was awarded in the summer of 19liS. with the completion of his dissertation.

Tin- chnniKtioiirtiphti uiitl ri)i,ih>aii <>i somr ridiintlcd tu.vu of the aemis Uosta

Trait. (97 pp.), completed under the direct ion of Professor Fisher.

Jack was elected to two honor societies. Pi Alpha Xi (Floriculture Hon-

orary Fraternity) and Sigma Xi, and was a member of several societies, the

American Gloxinia and Gesneriad Socioly. American Society for Horticul-

tural Science 1
, Am n x i \ el 'I mi

I n emi i 'i laiucal Society of

America, Intcrnatu ml . ciaiiou i'oi I kmi ' ixononn ind the Ohio Acad-

emy of Science. College teaching as a career began in the fall of 1968, when
Jack became Assistant Professor of Botany at Southern University, Baton

Kongo, Louisiana \ In t lie Pm i mum m i i d !

i l ui\ and plant tax-

onomy. His new career, just beginning, was shorl Jived. He died at the age

of 42 on 12 January 1970.

Jack never married. He is survived by his parents and one sister. Inter-

ment was in Oak Grove Cemetery, Bath, Maine. At Morse High School in

Bath, Jack's parents established in his memory The Dr. John F. Cooke, Jr.

scholarship to be presented annually to a graduating student planning to

major in one or more of the life sciences, with a preference for botany.

Jack had many interests other than those connected with plant science. He
enjoyed the study of language, especially the derivation, history, and precise

use of words. He was fun-loving; he enjoyed pleasant little jokes— those

played on him as well as those he played on others. Jack could tell a good

story, and he laughed easily. He liked cooking and was always on the look-

out for new and exotic foods. The guests he entertained in his home were

sure to enjoy the atmosphere of warm genial hospitality, the good food

(prepared by Jack himself), and the sparkling conversation. All in all. he

was a thoroughly delightful person, a highly respected colleague, and a
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Dr. John F. Cooke. Jr. (photograph taken in the fall of 1964)



slninirh friend, ilis passi

us who were p ri \'
i

U- 1 >rcl I

I 'iiblieatious:

Gardening in the Clevela

The stigma of .\cltnticncs ulahniia. I'.aileya 11: 47.

1965

The Cleveland Plain Dea

Trumpet best known of four t,\pes of lilies. The Cleveland Plain Dealer Gar-

den Planning Cnide. 15 April, p. 14.

Hybridization within and between Achniwucs I'. 15 r. :\\u_\ Siuiilitaiilha Kunize

ian 17 (3): 25-20.
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